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Chester Historical Society


P.O. Box 376


Chester, NJ 07930





Membership Application and Renewal Form


(Membership runs from Oct.1 through Sept. 30)





New _____ Renew ____   Today’s Date ___________





Name _______________________________________


        Miss, Ms., Mr.        First Name          Last Name   


        Mr. And Mrs.








_____________________________________________  Street Address/ PO Box                                Apt. No





 ____________________________________________ Town                          State                      Zip Code





Age of Children under 18 if applying for Family Membership _________________________________





Email Address ________________________________





Schedule of Annual Membership Dues





Individual….. $8.00/person x No.____= $______


(Individuals over 18 years old)





Associate…...$5.oo/person x No.____= $______


(Individuals 18 and under, or full time students, or those individuals who are 62 or older.)





Family Membership …..$16.00/family x No.____ = $______





Sustaining Membership…..$35.00/each x No._____=$_____





Business Membership…..$35.00/each x No._____=$_____





Life Membership…..$200.00/person x No._____=$_______ (under 62 years of age)





Life Membership…..$100.00/person x No._____=$_______ (62 years of age or older)





Additional Gift ….. $________





Total Enclosed…..$__________





Please let us know if you are interested in serving on one of our committees. Thank you for your support!





Questions? Call Membership Chair Marla Jackson at      908-879-4382 or email jackson07930@gmail.com.
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Matt works on the shelving as the space fills up. 









































And the Winner Is…














 


 





















































 


   


   








   












































Archives Report


By Carol Zaikowski





    The CHS archives continue to grow, even as we speak.  I am always finding something new waiting in the Library and would like to remind donors that we appreciate your thoughtfulness, but to please remember to contact us if you want to donate anything so that we can make sure it gets to where it should go safely.  We also would like to acknowledge your donation in the Newsletter.





We will begin sorting the collection again in September.  If you are interested in helping out, please give me a call, 908-876-9599.  We also need someone to make a list of all books that are on the shelves in the History Room so that we can start a catalog to make locating information easier for researchers.  The information will eventually go into a computer program.





Winter is coming and working in the History Room is a great way to kill some dark, cold days.  It is quiet and comfy and a good way to wind down.  Think about it!  
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Carol and Len survey the new storage area and layout.
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Archives Find 


a New Home at Last!





By Edward Ng





   The Chester Historical Society’s archives have led the life of a vagabond.  They have previously been stored in the Williamson School, a private residence’s garage, the basement of New York Pizza, and the Chester Township Barn.  High and low temperature extremes, flooding, and vermin have threatened the archives.  


    Hopefully a more permanent and safe home has been found in Chester Township’s office complex at Highlands Ridge Park.  In July, hundreds of items, including file boxes, file cabinets, desks, shelves, furniture, maps, clothing, and even a mannequin, were winched down from the upper level of the Barn and moved into air conditioned storage space. Carol Zaikowski, Matt Koppinger, Ed Ng, and Len Taylor of the Society and Jim Huneman of the Township were on hand to assist the movers.  It didn’t take long to fill the 700 square feet of storage space.  
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One would never know what a lovely time we had, unless you'd been there.  If you missed the picnic this year, we sure hope you'll join us next August.  The more the merrier and we'd love to see you!




















Chester Historical Society’s








-ists from all over with great antiques, crafts, art, farm markets, sightseeing and food.





Amanda Dean has also taken great care of our membership for two years and we still number a healthy 120+ members.  She will be passing the list on to Marla Jackson who has stepped up to the plate and volunteered to take the position of Membership Chair.  


 


Len Taylor and Ed Hanington have kept our board informed about our historic sites and properties in the Township and the Boro.  We had three nominations for the Architecture Preservation Award this year and our Architectural Preservation Chair, Matt Koppinger, presented awards to Wayne Zoller for 24 Perry Street, Mike and Bill Byrne for 10 Main Street, and to the Community Presbyterian Church for their hard work in preserving Chester’s history through sensitive preservation and rehabilitation methods.  Stop in to the History Room and see the great award display put together by Amanda Dean that is hanging on the wall.





Trustee Helen Jones continues to work with members on the Oral History Committee.  She even has her own filing cabinet now in which to keep the accumulating accounts from Chester residents.  These are invaluable pieces of history that we are now about to convert into a digital format from tape.  We hope to start having these histories available to the public in a year or two and anyone who would like to help Helen should give us a call.





Joan Case continues to update our Web Site at � HYPERLINK "http://www.histsoricchesternj.com" ��www.histsoricchesternj.com� with the latest information.  Jump on line and give it a looksee.  I’m sure that Joan would appreciate any suggestions or contributions to add to her information about Chester and the CHS.








                           





















































Please see Everyone on page 4
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Fall 2008








Chester Historical Society’s


News & Views





P.O. Box 376, Chester, NJ 07930


(908) 879-2761


HistoricChester@gmail.com


This newsletter is published 4 times a year by the Chester Historical Society.


Editor:  Amanda J. Dean


    





It will take much longer to organize and re-catalog the archives, but at least the archives will be safe from marauding raccoons.  Please contact Carol if you’re interested in helping to make the archives more accessible and useful.














24 Perry Street,


Wayne Zoller





220 Main Street, 


Community Presbyterian Church,


Reverend Christopher Scrivens











Reminders and Things to


Remember…


E-mail address changes, when you get a new E-mail address, change your E-mail address, or your company changes it for you, don’t forget to let CHS know, so we can forward you program updates and other important information.





Spring survey, CHS will be conducting a membership survey this spring to assess membership needs, interests and to utilize input towards planning for the future.  We will be in touch!!





We looking to go paperless with some of our printed publications, or in the very least, reduce the number of items we print and send out in the mail.  One of those items is our year-end financial statement, if you did not receive a copy and would like to, please contact us.





Programs, our spring program schedule is currently being developed and will be announced at a later date.  You may check our website for more information or call us for program announcements.















































10 Main Street,


Mike and Bill Bryne
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We’re on the Web!


See us at:


Web address
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     We Need Your Help!





                          


The Chester Historical Society gets occasional inquiries from people doing family and other historical research. Spread the word… maybe you know someone who would enjoy helping others discover their roots! Take a look at the interesting “Geneaology Queries” on our website at www.HistoricChesterNJ.com to view some of the interesting inquiries we have received.  





Recently, a gentleman contacted us regarding his family history.  Here are some of the tidbits he has compiled.  If you have any additional information relating to this inquiry, please contact us either by email to HistoricChester@gmail.com or by telephone at 908-879-2761 and leave a message on our answering machine. THANK YOU!





	If you find ANY records or information for the last names Jaquis, Jaques, or Jaquish in Washington, Chester or Tewksbury that is prior to 1810, please let me know.  Specifically, the first name “Moses” is of interest.  Please view our website for more information about this inquiry.























Room and take a look at this fine collection of reference material on our shelves.





We all had a good time at the Annual CHS Picnic this year and the food was spectacular.  Alison Dahl put together a fine day complete with perfect weather and good music enjoyed by all.  Special appreciation goes to the staff at Cooper Mill for helping out.  My personal thanks to Chris Caro for providing yet another yummy beef brisket and kindly serving the meal and to Norma Pereira for sending over a wonderful, tasty ham.  Lois Taylor’s succulent turkey was much anticipated and we weren’t disappointed.  Thank you all.  





As outgoing CHS President, I would like to thank all of the Trustees and members who have been such an enormous help over the past two years.  I know that Amanda Dean will do an outstanding job as our new President and that she will have the help and guidance that I enjoyed during my term.  I look forward to working with her in the future and to continuing to work with all of you.


 


 





Actually, we had three Architectural Preservation Award winners for 2007-2008.  Matt Kopinger, our         Architectural Preservation Chair, presented awards to the above winners at our Annual CHS Summer Picnic.  








Annual Report Cont.








   Our Corresponding Secretary, Lois Taylor keeps us well connected to our members and Elaine Hanington, Recording Secretary, has somehow managed to get all the important stuff down on paper during our sometimes-lively Trustee Meetings.  Thank you both for also serving on the Croot Award Committee, which offers scholarships to Mendham High School students who complete a project about Chester’s history.  This is a great award and we hope that we have some applicants this year.





Cindy Murphy, our Newsletter Editor, has produced a wonderful “News and Views” for a few years, keeping us informed and entertained.  Cindy and Brian are moving to new vistas but we so appreciate all her hard work on the Newsletter, and of course, Brian’s support.  She is handing the quill over to Amanda Dean. 





The CHS archives have moved to new digs (see related article) from the barn to a room in the building where the Highlands Council meets on North Road.  Thank you to CHS member Len Taylor and to Chester Twp Mayor Bill Cogger for making this move possible.  Len Taylor, Ed Ng and Matt Koppinger helped to keep the movers going.  We are now climate controlled and dry, and have electricity to see by and a sink for washing up, and we no longer have raccoons trying to organize the archives.





Sue Persak, Library Director, won a grant this year from the Institute of Museum and Library Services for “Connecting to Collections Bookshelf,” a collection of texts, DVDs, charts, and online resources.  Please stop into the Carmen Smith History Room 








 








 
































 








Larison’s Turkey Farm


 


…was a landmark in Chester for many years.  A friend of the Chester Historical Society donated these photos.  





In reviewing these images, the question came up, “Does anyone know who the grain man was?” Contact us if you have any information.








Annual Report





By Carol Zaikowski, President


   


     


   The Chester Historical Society has had another busy and productive year.  If you have been following the Newsletter or attending our programs, you know that we have been concentrating on the archives and lining up some interesting programs for our members.





We are financially solvent and our Treasurer, Ed Ng, has kept us in line with our budget.  We have also received a generous gift from the estate of Ross Smyth and we have much gratitude for being remembered so kindly.  Ross and his wife Maggie have always been generous with their time in volunteering their help as members of the CHS.





Alison Dahl has put together some interesting and fun programs from making soap to our very own Antiques Road Show.  We have also seen a nifty collection of antique toys and listened to the unearthly sound of ghosts captured on tape.   The coming year also promises a good variety of educational and lively programs, so please come and join us on the second Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the Library.





We have a new brochure, thanks to member Amanda Dean.  Amanda designed and produced a very attractive and informative brochure that accurately captures the soul of Chester’s history with old photos, lots of information and a timeline that takes the reader through Chester from the early settlement of Black River to a contemporary, but still historic, setting that attracts tour-
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….Continued on page 2














Take a Look…


Has everyone noticed the glowing white mansion set on a pristine lawn along Route 24?  It is one of Chester’s pride and joys.  The Cooper Mansion, now on the National Register, as changed hands several times over the years.  Dr. Antonucci is the current proud owner.  He said that because of its age it needed much updating, renovation and repair, which although it was hard work, it was enjoyable.





Thanks Doctor, for this lovely restoration.





Maggie Smyth





Previous Home for the Archives was in the Township Barn.
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Chester Is Full Of Holes


By Alison Dahl





   It couldn't have been better!   The weather report -- sunshine and blue skies, low humidity, and a slight breeze kept about sixty of us quite comfortable at the Cooper Mill carriage house.  "Ludlow Station" entertained us again this year with their positively delightful bluegrass music.  The music adds so much to the day and we are so grateful to them.  The picnic tables were decorated with cheerful arrangements of flowers, compliments of Eileen and Ray Griffith.  And of course we ate and chatted and ate and chatted and ate some more.  Oh, and we conducted some business, too.


 


The 2008 Architectural Merit Award recipients were announced (see related article), then CHS President Carol Zaikowski conducted the Annual Meeting and Elections.  The Society thanked Cindy and Brian Murphy for their excellent productions of "News and Views," and Carol Zaikowski was thanked for her guidance and support as she prepares to pass the baton to incoming President Amanda Dean.


 


Thanks to Chris Caro, Norma Pereira, and Lois Taylor, for our traditional picnic entrees of brisket, ham and turkey which were beautifully prepared and presented.  From one end of the table to the other, salads and side dishes graciously brought by picnic-goers assured full plates of culinary delights, second helpings, and sometimes thirds.  And then there was the dessert table!  From Linzer cookies to cheesecake to fabulous nut and chocolate squares and more.  Yummy!  For those who still had tummy-room, Ed Ng served Root Beer Floats afterwards.


 


As the festivities wound down, Marie Ruzicka conducted her annual raffle ticket and prize game, offering personally selected gifts to the lucky number ticket holders.  A concerted effort by the faithful clean-up crew assured we left the carriage house and grounds in tip top shape. 


 
































CALLING ALL MEMBERS!





The Chester Food Pantry needs our help! Please help us to help those in need of assistance. 





 The following items are much needed:





Jello, Facial Tissues, Shampoo – There’s a great need for these!





Reminder—The Food Pantry’s drop- off areas are in the foyer of the Chester Library and in the exit area of Shop Rite.  The box in the Chester Post Office is for the Morristown Pantry.





Many thanks,


Lois Taylor















